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The U.S. sees a drop in illegal border 
crossings after Mexico increases 
enforcement 


Migrants cross the Rio Grande into the U.S. from Mexico behind Concertina wire and a sign 
warning that it’s dangerous and illegal to cross, Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2024, in Eagle Pass, Texas. 
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The U.S. sees a drop in illegal border crossings after Mexico increases 
enforcement 


By VALERIE GONZALEZ AND 
ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press 
EAGLE PASS, Texas (AP) 
— Daniel Bermudez’s fam- 
ily had fled Venezuela and 
was headed to the U.S. 
to seek asylum when the 
freight train they were rid- 
ing through Mexico was 
stopped by immigration of- 
ficials. 
His wife tried to explain that 
her family had permission 
to go to the U.S. Instead, 
they flew her to Mexico’s 
southern border as part of 
a surge of enforcement 
actions that U.S. officials 
say have contributed to a 
sharp drop in illegal border 
crossings. 
In addition to forcing mi- 
grants from trains, Mexico 
also resumed flying and 


busing them to the south- 
ern part of the country and 
started flying some home 
to Venezuela. 
Even if temporary, the de- 
crease in illegal crossings 
is welcome news for the 
White House. President Joe 
Biden’s 
administration 
is 
locked in talks with Senate 
negotiators over restricting 
asylum and $110 billion in 
aid for Ukraine and Israel 
hangs in the balance. 
Bermudez said his wife be- 
came separated from her 
family when she talked to 
authorities as he gathered 
his stepchild and their be- 
longings. He wanted to 
run, but his wife said they 
shouldn’t 
because 
they 
had followed procedure 
by making an appointment 
with U.S. immigration au- 


thorities. 
“I told her, `Don’t trust 
them. Let’s go into the 
brush,’” 
Bermudez 
said, 
adding that other migrants 
had fled. He recalled her 
telling him, “Why are they 
sending us back if we have 
an appointment?” 
Last week, Bermudez, his 
stepchild and two other rel- 
atives were waiting for her 
at a shelter in the Mexican 
border town of Piedras Ne- 
gras as she took a bus back 
in hopes of still making the 
date. 
Mexico’s 
immigration 
agency sent at least 22 
flights from its border region 
with the U.S. to southern cit- 
ies during the last 10 days 
of December, according 
to Witness at the Border, 
an advocacy group that 


tracks flight data. Most 
were from Piedras Negras, 
which is across the border 
from Eagle Pass, Texas. 
Mexico also ran two remov- 
al flights to Venezuela with 
329 migrants. The stretch 
was punctuated by U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken’s visit to Mexico City 
on Dec. 28 to confront un- 
precedented crossings to 
the United States. 
Mexican President Andrés 
Manuel 
López 
Obrador 
said a financial shortfall 
that had led the immigra- 
tion agency to suspend 
deportations and other op- 
erations was resolved. He 
did not offer details. 
Arrests for illegal crossings 
into the U.S. from Mexico 
fell to about 2,500 on Mon- 
day, down from more than 
10,000 on several days in 
December, according to 
U.S. authorities. In the Bor- 
der Patrol’s busiest area, 
arrests totaled 13,800 dur- 
ing the seven-day period 
ending Friday, down 29% 
from 19,400 two weeks ear- 
lier, according to Tucson, 
Arizona, sector chief John 
Modlin. 
The drop led U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection to 
reopen the port of entry in 
Lukeville, Arizona, on Thurs- 
day after a monthlong 
closure on the most direct 
route from Phoenix to its 
nearest beaches. The U.S. 
also restored operations at 
Eagle Pass and three other 
locations. 
Merchants in Eagle Pass, a 
city of about 30,000 peo- 
ple, saw sales take “a ma- 


jor hit” while a bridge was 
closed to vehicle traffic so 
border agents could be 
reassigned to help process 
migrants, Maverick Coun- 
ty Judge Ramsey English 
Cantu said. 
“We survive pretty much 
from everything that comes 
from the Mexican side,” he 
said. 
Last month, CBP resumed 
freight crossings in Eagle 
Pass and El Paso, Texas, 
after a five-day shutdown 
that U.S. officials said was 
a response to as many as 
1,000 migrants riding atop a 
single train through Mexico 
before trying to walk across 
the border. 
In Piedras Negras on Thurs- 
day, Casa del Migrante 
housed about 200 migrants, 
down from as high as 1,500 
recently. 
Among them was Manuel 
Rodriguez, 40, who said 
his family will miss their ap- 
pointment to seek asylum 
that was made through 
the U.S. government’s CBP 
One app. He said the ap- 
pointment was registered 
with his in-laws, who were 
deported to Venezuela af- 
ter authorities boarded the 
bus they were riding. 
“It was all under her name 
and she lost everything,” 
Rodriguez said. 
Proposals being discussed 
by the White House and 
Senate negotiators include 
a new expulsion authority 
that would deny rights to 
seek asylum if illegal border 
crossings reach a certain 
threshold.q 


Texas Department of Public Safety troopers help guide migrants 
to a processing area after they crossed the Rio Grande from 
Mexico into the U.S., Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2024, in Eagle Pass, 
Texas. 
Associated Press 
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Defense secretary remains hospitalized as details emerge about 
delays in notification, even to Biden 


By TARA COPP, COLLEEN 
LONG and KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — De- 
fense Secretary Lloyd Aus- 
tin remained in the hospi- 
tal Sunday as more details 
emerged about key de- 
cision-makers, even Presi- 
dent Joe Biden, being kept 
in the dark for days that the 
Pentagon chief had been 
in the intensive care unit at 
Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center. 
The Pentagon’s failure to 
disclose Austin’s hospital- 
ization reflects a stunning 
lack of transparency about 
his illness, how serious it was 
and when he may be re- 
leased. Such secrecy, at 
a time when the United 
States is juggling myriad 
national security crises, runs 
counter to normal practice 
with the president and oth- 
er senior U.S. officials and 
Cabinet members. 
A senior defense official 
said Deputy Secretary of 
Defense Kathleen Hicks was 
not notified until Thursday 
that Austin had been hos- 
pitalized since Jan. 1. Once 
notified, Hicks began pre- 
paring statements to send 
to Congress and made 
plans to return to Washing- 
ton, the official said. Hicks 
was in Puerto Rico on leave 


but had communications 
equipment with her to re- 
main in contact and had 
already been tasked with 
some secretary-level duties 
on Tuesday. 
The Pentagon did not say if 
Hicks was given an expla- 
nation on Tuesday for why 
she was assuming some of 
Austin’s duties, but tempo- 
rary transfers of authority 
are not unusual and the 
official said it is not uncom- 
mon for authorities to be 
transferred without a de- 
tailed explanation. Hicks 
decided not to return after 
she was informed that Aus- 
tin would resume full con- 
trol on Friday. The official 
was not authorized to pro- 


vide details of the transfer 
of authority and spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 
Biden also was not told of 
Austin’s hospitalization until 
he was informed on Thurs- 
day by his national secu- 
rity adviser, Jake Sullivan. 
That’s according to three 
people 
with 
knowledge 
of the hospitalization who 
were not authorized to 
speak publicly and spoke 
to the AP on condition of 
anonymity. 
In a statement issued Sat- 
urday evening, Austin took 
responsibility for the delays 
in notification. 
“I recognize I could have 
done a better job ensuring 
the public was appropri- 


ately informed. I commit to 
doing better,” said Austin, 
acknowledging the con- 
cerns about transparency. 
“But this is important to say: 
this was my medical pro- 
cedure, and I take full re- 
sponsibility for my decisions 
about disclosure.” 
Austin, 70, remained hos- 
pitalized due to complica- 
tions following a minor elec- 
tive medical procedure, his 
press secretary said, as it 
became increasingly clear 
how closely the Pentagon 
held information about his 
stay at Walter Reed. In his 
statement, Austin said he 
is on the mend and is look- 
ing forward to returning to 
the Pentagon soon, but he 
provided no other details 
about his ailment. 
Sen. Roger Wicker, the 
top-ranking 
Republican 
on the Senate Armed Ser- 
vices Committee, said the 
episode erodes trust in the 
Biden administration and 
called on the department 
to provide lawmakers with 
a “full accounting of the 
facts immediately.” 
“I am glad to hear Secre- 
tary Austin is in improved 
condition and I wish him a 
speedy recovery. However, 
the fact remains that the 
Department of Defense de- 
liberately withheld the Sec- 


retary of Defense’s medi- 
cal condition for days. That 
is unacceptable,” Wicker 
said in a statement. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken voiced support for 
Austin at a news confer- 
ence in Qatar on Sunday. 
“He is an extraordinary 
leader in this country, in 
uniform and now out of 
uniform. And it’s been a 
highlight of my service to 
be able to serve alongside 
him,” Blinken said. “And I’m 
very much looking forward 
to see him fully recovered 
and working side by side in 
the year ahead.” 
The Pentagon Press Asso- 
ciation, which represents 
journalists who cover the 
Defense Department, sent 
a letter of protest on Friday 
evening, calling the delay 
in alerting the public “an 
outrage.” 
“At a time when there are 
growing threats to U.S. mili- 
tary service members in the 
Middle East and the U.S. is 
playing key national secu- 
rity roles in the wars in Israel 
and Ukraine, it is particu- 
larly critical for the Ameri- 
can public to be informed 
about the health status and 
decision-making ability of 
its top defense leader,” the 
PPA said in its letter.q 


U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin makes a joint statement 
with Israel Minister of Defense Yoav Gallant, after their meeting 
about Israel’s military operation in Gaza, in Tel Aviv, Israel, 
Monday, Dec. 18, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Congressional leaders announce agreement on topline spending 
levels, a key step to averting shutdown 


By KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con- 
gressional 
leaders 
have 
reached an agreement on 
topline spending levels for 
the current fiscal year that 
could help avoid a partial 
government shutdown lat- 
er this month. 
The 
agreement 
largely 
hues to spending caps for 
defense and domestic pro- 
grams that Congress set 
as part of a bill to suspend 
the debt limit until 2025. 
But it does provide some 
concessions to House Re- 
publicans who viewed the 
spending restrictions in that 
agreement as insufficient. 
In a letter to colleagues, 
House Speaker Mike John- 


son said Sunday it will se- 
cure $16 billion in additional 
spending cuts from the pre- 
vious agreement brokered 
by then-Speaker Kevin Mc- 
Carthy and President Joe 
Biden and is about $30 bil- 
lion less than what the Sen- 
ate was considering. 
“This represents the most 
favorable budget agree- 
ment 
Republicans 
have 
achieved in over a de- 
cade,” Johnson writes. 
Biden said the agreement 
“moves us one step closer 
to preventing a needless 
government shutdown and 
protecting important na- 
tional priorities.” 
“It reflects the funding levels 
that I negotiated with both 
parties and signed into law 


last spring. It rejects deep 
cuts to programs hardwork- 
ing families count on, and 
provides a path to passing 
full-year funding bills that 
deliver for the American 


people and are free of any 
extreme policies,” Biden 
said in a statement. 
The agreement speeds up 
the roughly $20 billion in 
cuts already agreed to for 


the Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice and rescinds about $6 
billion in COVID relief funds 
that had been approved 
but not yet spent, accord- 
ing to Johnson’s letter. 
Lawmakers 
needed 
an 
agreement 
on 
overall 
spending levels so that ap- 
propriators could write the 
bills that set line-by-line 
funding for agencies. Fund- 
ing is set to lapse Jan. 19 for 
some agencies and Feb. 2 
for others. 
The agreement is sepa- 
rate from the negotiations 
that are taking place to 
secure additional funding 
for Israel and Ukraine while 
also curbing restrictions on 
asylum claims at the U.S. 
border.q 


House Speaker-elect Rep. Mike Johnson, R-La., addresses 
members of Congress at the Capitol in Washington, Oct. 25, 
2023. 
Associated Press 
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Winter storms dump snow on both US coasts as icy roads make for 
hazardous travel 


By STEVE LeBLANC 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — A major 
winter storm bringing heavy 
snow and freezing rain to 
some communities spread 
across New England on 
Sunday, sending residents 
scurrying for their shovels 
and snowblowers to clear 
sidewalks and driveways. 
Winter 
storm 
warnings 
and watches were in ef- 
fect throughout the North- 
east, and icy roads made 
for hazardous travel as far 
south as North Carolina. 
The Northeast snow came 
as a Sierra Nevada storm 
packing heavy snow shut 
down a stretch of inter- 
state Saturday and briefly 
knocked out power to tens 
of thousands in Reno, Ne- 
vada. 
More than 11,000 elec- 
tric customers in California 
were without power Sun- 
day afternoon. 
Some communities in Mas- 
sachusetts had recorded 
more than a foot (30 centi- 
meters) of snow by Sunday 
afternoon, according to 
the National Weather Ser- 
vice. Nearly 13,000 electric 
customers in the state were 
without power Sunday af- 
teroon. 
Hundreds of flights at Lo- 
gan International Airport 
were delayed or canceled 
Sunday according to track- 
ing website FlightAware. 


Snow totals were lower for 
coastal communities, with 
Boston reporting just a few 
inches (centimeters). Snow 
was expected to continue 
throughout the day. 
In Cambridge, where snow- 
fall was lighter, residents 
quickly ventured out. 
“I think it’s funny because 
everyone’s been freaking 
out about it,” said Alison 
Conley, 26, a consultant. 
“We’ve been betting as to 
how much snow we’re ac- 
tually going to have and it’s 
looking like not that much is 
going to stick.” 
Conley, who was out walk- 
ing her dog Sunny, said 
the possibility that climate 
change is contributing to 
relatively 
warmer 
winter 
days in the region — the 
temperature in Boston is ex- 
pected to be in the 50s on 


Wednesday, melting much 
of the snow — is a concern. 
“I think it’s super alarming,” 
she said. “It is very weird, 
but, I don’t know, from a 
selfish side it’s like kind of 
nice to not have snow.” 
The storm reached into 
Maine with snow totals of 
up to 12 inches (30 centi- 
meters) in some places — 
with locally higher amounts 
over southern New Hamp- 
shire 
and 
southwestern 
Maine. Wind gusts up 35 
mph (56 kph) could add to 
blowing and drifting snow. 
Moderate to heavy snow 
was expected to continue 
in Vermont, with total snow 
accumulations of 6 to 12 
inches (15 to 30 centime- 
ters) 
Major winter storm condi- 
tions were expected into 
Sunday evening, including 


snow in parts of New Eng- 
land and rain and freezing 
rain around the central Ap- 
palachian mountains. 
New York City mainly saw 
rain, but counties to the 
north and west recorded 
double-digit 
snow 
totals 
by Sunday morning. Mill- 
brook in Dutchess County, 
about 75 miles (120 kilome- 
ters) north of New York, re- 
corded a foot of snow. Port 
Jervis in Orange County re- 
ported 13 inches (33 centi- 
meters). 
New York Gov. Kathy Ho- 
chul said Saturday that she 
expected two-thirds of her 
state to get 8 inches (20 
centimeters) of snow or 
more, “fortunately missing 
some of our more popu- 
lated areas downstate, the 
Long Island and New York 
City.” 
In the West, a winter storm 
warning 
was 
in 
effect 
through Saturday night in 
the Sierra Nevada from 
south of Yosemite Nation- 
al Park to north of Reno, 
where the weather service 
said as much as 20 inches 
(50 centimeters) of snow 
could fall in the mountains 
around Lake Tahoe with 
winds gusting up to 100 
mph (160 kph). 
The California Highway Pa- 
trol said numerous spinouts 
and collisions forced an 
hourslong closure of Inter- 
state 80 from west of Truck- 


ee, California to the state 
line west of Reno. 
In Arizona transportation 
officials said several high- 
ways in the state’s north- 
ern reaches -- including 
Interstate 40 near Williams 
and State Route 64 near 
Grand Canyon National 
Park -- were closed Sunday 
afternoon due to weather- 
related crashes and slide- 
offs from snowfall. 
The National Weather Ser- 
vice said Flagstaff was ex- 
pected to get 4 to 8 inches 
(10 to 20 centimeterds) of 
snow by Sunday night with 
Window Rock was forecast 
to receive 3 to 5 inches (7 
to 12 centimeters). 
In Nevada, the weather 
service said the wind chill 
dropped to 32 degrees at 
Harry Reid International Air- 
port in Las Vegas around 
7:30 a.m. Sunday. Winds 
were gusting to 37 mph (60 
kph). In northern and west- 
ern New Mexico, wind chills 
of 10 to 25 degrees below 
zero (minus 23 to minus 30 
Celsius) were forecast for 
early Tuesday. 
The 
East 
Coast 
system 
was expected to track 
along the Northeast coast 
throughout the weekend. 
A foot (30 centimeters) of 
snow was reported in parts 
of Monroe County, Penn- 
sylvania, and 11 inches (27 
centimeters) in New Jer- 
sey’s Sussex County.q 


A car treks down a snow covered road, Sunday, Jan. 7, 2024, in 
Derry, N.H. 
Associated Press 


A California law banning the carrying of firearms in most public 
places is blocked again 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A new 
California law that bans 
people from carrying fire- 
arms in most public places 
was once again blocked 
from taking effect Saturday 
as a court case challeng- 
ing it continues. 
A 9th Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals panel dissolved a 
temporary hold on a lower 
court injunction blocking 
the law. The hold was issued 
by a different 9th Circuit 
panel and had allowed the 
law to go into effect Jan. 1. 
Saturday’s decision keeps 
in place a Dec. 20 ruling by 


U.S. District Judge Cormac 
Carney blocking the law. 
Carney said that it violates 
the Second Amendment 
and that gun rights groups 
would likely prevail in prov- 
ing it unconstitutional. 
The law, signed by Demo- 
cratic Gov. Gavin New- 
som, prohibits people from 
carrying concealed guns in 
26 types of places includ- 
ing public parks and play- 
grounds, churches, banks 
and zoos. The ban applies 
regardless of whether a 
person has a concealed 
carry permit. 


Newsom 
has 
positioned 
himself as a leader on gun 
control and says he will 
keep pushing for stricter 
regulations. 
Following Saturday’s ruling 
his office issued a state- 
ment saying, “this danger- 
ous decision puts the lives 
of Californians on the line.” 
The president of the Cali- 
fornia Rifle and Pistol As- 
sociation, which sued to 
block the law, countered 
that “the politicians’ ploy 
to get around the Second 
Amendment 
has 
been 
stopped for now.”q 


Gun owners fire their pistols at an indoor shooting range during 
a qualification course to renew their carry concealed handgun 
permits, July 1, 2022, at the Placer Sporting Club in Roseville, 
Calif. Associated Press 
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North Korea again fires near the sea border with the South, as its 
leader’s sister mocks Seoul 


By HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— North Korea again fired 
artillery shells near its tense 
sea boundary with the 
South on Sunday, as the 
influential sister of North Ko- 
rean leader Kim Jong Un 
mocked the South’s abil- 
ity to detect its weapons 
launches. 
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs 
of Staff dismissed Kim Yo 
Jong’s statement as “a 
comedy-like, vulgar pro- 
paganda” meant to un- 
dermine the South Korean 
people’s trust in the military 
and stoke divisions. 
The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said North Korea fired more 
than more than 90 rounds 
near the rivals’ disputed 
western sea boundary on 
Sunday afternoon. It said 
South Korea strongly urged 
North Korea to stop pro- 
vocative acts immediately. 
North Korea’s military later 
confirmed it used coastal 
artillery systems to carry out 
live-firing exercises. It said 
the drills were part of its mili- 
tary training schedules and 
the direction of its shells 


fired didn’t expose any 
threat to South Korea. 
On Friday, North Korea 
launched about 200 shells. 
South Korea also claimed 
that the North fired more 
than 60 rounds on Satur- 
day, but its rival has denied 
that. 
Kim Yo Jong said that North 
Korea on Saturday only 
detonated blasting pow- 
der simulating the sound 
of its coastal artillery on the 
seashore, to test the South 
Korean military’s detection 
capabilities. 


“The result was clear as we 
expected. They misjudged 
the blasting sound as the 
sound of gunfire and con- 
jectured it as a provoca- 
tion. And they even made 
a 
false 
and 
impudent 
statement that the shells 
dropped north” of the sea 
boundary, Kim Yo Jong 
said in a statement carried 
by state media. 
“I cannot but say that 
(South Korean) people are 
very pitiful as they entrust 
security to such blind per- 
sons and offer huge taxes 


to them,” she said. “It is bet- 
ter 10 times to entrust secu- 
rity to a dog with a devel- 
oped sense of hearing and 
smell.” 
Animosities between the 
two Koreas are running 
high because North Korea 
has conducted a barrage 
of missile tests since 2022 
while South Korea has ex- 
panded its military training 
with the United States in a 
tit-for-tat cycle. 
North Korea’s artillery fir- 
ings Friday prompted South 
Korea to have its troops 
on border islands fire artil- 
lery rounds near the sea 
boundary in response. The 
shells 
launched 
by 
the 
two Koreas fell at a mari- 
time buffer zone they had 
established under a 2018 
military agreement on low- 
ering front-line military ten- 
sions. 
The agreement requires the 
Koreas to halt live-fire ex- 
ercises, aerial surveillance 
and other hostile acts along 
their border, but the deal is 
now in danger of collaps- 
ing because the two Ko- 
reas have taken measures 
breaching it. 


Experts say North Korea is 
likely to ramp up weapons 
tests and escalate its trade- 
mark fiery rhetoric against 
its rivals ahead of South Ko- 
rea’s parliamentary elec- 
tions in April and the U.S. 
presidential elections in No- 
vember. They say Kim Jong 
Un likely thinks a bolstered 
weapons 
arsenal 
would 
allow him to wrest greater 
U.S. concessions if former 
President Donald Trump re- 
turns to the White House. 
In her statement Sunday, 
Kim Yo Jong called South 
Korea’s military “gangsters” 
and “clowns in military uni- 
forms.” She also suggest- 
ed South Korea’s possible 
future 
miscalculation 
of 
North Korean moves could 
cause an accidental clash 
between the rivals, jeopar- 
dizing the safety of Seoul, 
a city of 10 million people 
which is only an hour’s drive 
from the land border. 
On Tuesday, Kim Yo Jong 
issued a statement calling 
South Korean conservative 
President Yoon Suk Yeol 
“foolishly brave” but his 
liberal predecessor Moon 
Jae-in “very smart.”q 


This photo provided by the North Korean government, Kim Yo 
Jong, sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, delivers a 
speech during a national meeting against the coronavirus, in 
Pyongyang, North Korea on Aug. 10, 2022. 
Associated Press 


China sanctions 5 U.S. defense companies in response to US sanctions 
and arms sales to Taiwan 


By KEN MORITSUGU 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — China an- 
nounced sanctions Sunday 
on five American defense- 
related companies in re- 
sponse to U.S. arms sales to 
Taiwan and U.S sanctions 
on 
Chinese 
companies 
and individuals. 
The sanctions will freeze 
any property the compa- 
nies have in China and 
prohibit organizations and 
individuals in China from 
doing business with them, 
the Foreign Ministry said in 
a statement posted online. 
It was unclear what im- 
pact, if any, the sanctions 
would have on the com- 
panies, BAE Systems Land 
and 
Armaments, 
Alliant 
Techsystems 
Operations, 
AeroVironment, Viasat and 
Data Link Solutions. Such 
sanctions are often mostly 
symbolic as American de- 


fense contractors generally 
don’t sell to China. 
The Foreign Ministry said the 
U.S. moves harmed China’s 
sovereignty and security in- 
terests, undermined peace 
and stability across the Tai- 
wan Strait and violated the 
rights and interests of Chi- 
nese companies and indi- 
viduals. 
“The Chinese government 
remains unwavering in our 
resolve to safeguard na- 
tional sovereignty, security 
and territorial integrity and 
protect the lawful rights 
and interests of Chinese 
companies and citizens,” 
the ministry statement said. 
The announcement was 
made less than a week 
ahead of a presidential 
election in Taiwan that is 
being contested in large 
part over how the govern- 
ment should manage its re- 
lationship with China, which 


claims the self-governing is- 
land as its territory and says 
it must come under its rule. 
The Chinese Foreign Ministry 
did not specify which arms 
deal or which U.S. sanc- 
tions China was responding 
to, though spokesperson 


Wang Wenbin had warned 
three weeks ago that Chi- 
na would take counter- 
measures following the U.S. 
government’s approval of 
a $300 million military pack- 
age for Taiwan in Decem- 
ber. 


The deal includes equip- 
ment, training and equip- 
ment repair to maintain Tai- 
wan’s command, control 
and military communica- 
tions capabilities. 
The U.S. said the sale would 
support the modernization 
of Taiwan’s armed forces 
and the maintenance of 
a credible defense. “The 
proposed sale will improve 
the 
recipient’s 
capabil- 
ity to meet current and fu- 
ture threats by enhancing 
operational readiness,” a 
news release from the Pen- 
tagon’s Defense Security 
Cooperation Agency said. 
Taiwan is a major flashpoint 
in U.S.-China relations that 
analysts worry could ex- 
plode into military conflict 
between the two powers. 
China says that U.S. arms 
sales to Taiwan are inter- 
ference in its domestic 
affairs.q 


A man walks past a screen in the BAE Systems chalet at the 
Farnborough Airshow in Farnborough, England, on July 16, 2018. 


Associated Press 
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Air attack in northwestern Myanmar kills 17, including children, but 
military denies responsibility 


By GRANT PECK 
Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — Airstrikes 
by Myanmar’s military on 
a village under the con- 
trol of the pro-democracy 
resistance in the country’s 
northwest have killed at 
least 17 civilians, including 
nine children, local resi- 
dents and a human rights 
group said Sunday. 
The 
morning 
aerial 
at- 
tacks on Kanan village in 
Sagaing region’s Khampat 
town, just south of the In- 
dian border, also wounded 
about 20 people, they said. 
Myanmar is wracked by 
violence that began after 
the army ousted the elect- 
ed government of Aung 
San Suu Kyi in February 
2021. After peaceful dem- 
onstrations were put down 
with lethal force, many op- 
ponents of military rule took 
up arms, and large parts of 
the country are now em- 
broiled in conflict. 
The 
country’s 
indepen- 
dent online media and the 
BBC’s Myanmar-language 
service reported the air at- 
tack Sunday, but the mili- 
tary government denied 
responsibility, claiming that 
it was false news spread 
by Khit Thit Media, an in- 


dependent 
online 
news 
service sympathetic to the 
anti-military resistance. 
The report by the state-run 
MRTV television in its Sun- 
day night news broadcast 
cited an unnamed official 
from the area as saying 
there had been no plane 
flying in the area on Sun- 
day morning. 
The 
military 
government 
in 
the 
past 
two 
years 
has stepped up airstrikes 
against two enemies: the 
armed 
pro-democracy 
Peoples 
Defense 
Force, 
and ethnic minority guer- 
rilla groups that have been 


fighting for greater auton- 
omy for decades. The two 
groups sometimes carry out 
joint operations against the 
army. 
In response to accusations 
of abuses, the military gov- 
ernment often accuses pro- 
democracy forces in the 
area of carrying out violent 
campaigns of terror. But an- 
alysts for the United Nations 
and non-governmental or- 
ganizations have gathered 
credible evidence of large- 
scale human rights abuses 
by the army, including the 
burning of entire villages 
and displacement of close 


to 2 million people that has 
triggered a humanitarian 
crisis. 
Sagaing region, near the 
border with India, has been 
a stronghold of armed re- 
sistance to the army. A dis- 
trict capital and two small 
towns, including Khampat, 
have been seized in the 
past few months by a coali- 
tion of resistance forces and 
the Kachin Independence 
Army, one of the stronger 
ethnic rebel groups. 
A local resident who helped 
carry out rescue work told 
The Associated Press on 
Sunday that a jet fighter 
dropped three bombs on 
the village of Kanan, on the 
outskirts of Khampat, about 
280 kilometers (170 miles) 
northwest 
of 
Mandalay, 
the country’s second-big- 
gest city, killing 17 civilians 
who were in buildings near 
the village school. 
Most of the residents in 
Khampat town are from 
the Chin ethnic minority, 
the vast majority of whom 
are 
Christians, 
generally 
Baptist. Myanmar is largely 
Buddhist, led by the Bur- 
man majority. The ruling 
military identifies with a 
nationalistic strain of Bud- 
dhism that shows hostility to 


non-Burman and non-Bud- 
dhist 
populations, found 
mostly in the border areas 
where much of the current 
fighting takes place. 
About 10 houses near the 
school were destroyed by 
bombs, said the resident 
who spoke on the condi- 
tion of anonymity because 
he was afraid of being ar- 
rested by the military. 
He provided a possible ex- 
planation for the attack, 
noting that a ceremony 
had been scheduled for 
Sunday to mark the com- 
pletion of combat training 
for new members of the re- 
sistance forces at another 
school in the village, and 
that might have been the 
intended target of the at- 
tack. He added that the 
bombing might have been 
the consequence of a tip- 
off by a military informer. 
Another resident, who also 
spoke on the condition of 
anonymity due to security 
concerns, said nine of the 
dead were children and 20 
other people were injured. 
He also provided AP with 
photos of the aftermath of 
the attack, including dead 
and wounded people and 
damaged buildings.q 


The bodies of the victims killed by airstrikes are shrouded 
in blankets at a building in Kanan village, Khampat town in 
Sagaing region on Sunday, Jan.7, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Lebanon airport screens display anti-Hezbollah message after being 
hacked 


Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — The informa- 
tion display screens at Bei- 
rut’s international airport 
were hacked by domestic 
anti-Hezbollah groups Sun- 
day, as clashes between 
the 
Lebanese 
militant 
group and the Israeli mili- 
tary continue to intensify 
along the border. 
Departure and arrival infor- 
mation was replaced by 
a message accusing the 
Hezbollah group of putting 
Lebanon at risk of an all-out 
war with Israel. 
The screens displayed a 
message with logos from 
a hardline Christian group 
dubbed Soldiers of God, 
which has garnered atten- 
tion over the past year for 
its campaigns against the 
LGBTQ+ community in Leb- 


anon, and a little-known 
group that calls itself The 
One Who Spoke. In a vid- 
eo statement, the Chris- 
tian group denied its in- 
volvement, while the other 
group shared photos of the 
screens on its social media 
channels. 
“Hassan Nasrallah, you will 
no longer have supporters 
if you curse Lebanon with a 
war for which you will bear 
responsibility and conse- 
quences,” 
the 
message 
read, echoing similar sen- 
timents to critics over the 
years who have accused 
Hezbollah 
of 
smuggling 
weapons 
and 
munitions 
through the tiny Mediterra- 
nean country’s only civilian 
airport. 
Hezbollah has been striking 
Israeli military bases and 


positions near the country’s 
northern border with Leba- 
non since Oct. 8, the day 
after the Hamas-Israel war 
in Gaza began. Israel has 
been striking Hezbollah po- 
sitions in return. 


The near-daily clashes have 
intensified sharply over the 
past week, after an appar- 
ent Israeli strike in a south- 
ern Beirut suburb killed top 
Hamas official and com- 
mander Saleh Arouri. 


In a speech on Saturday, 
Hezbollah leader Sayyed 
Hassan 
Nasrallah 
in 
a 
speech vowed that the 
group would retaliate. He 
dismissed criticisms that the 
group is looking for a full- 
scale war with Israel, but 
said if Israel launches one, 
Hezbollah is ready for a war 
“without limits.” 
Hezbollah announced an 
“initial response” to Arouri’s 
killing on Saturday, launch- 
ing a volley of 62 rockets 
toward an Israeli air surveil- 
lance base on Mount Mer- 
on. 
The Lebanese government 
and international commu- 
nity have been scrambling 
to prevent a war in Leba- 
non, which they fear would 
spark a regional spillover.q 


Planes are grounded due to the coronavirus pandemic at the 
Rafik Hariri International Airport in Beirut, Lebanon, on March 19, 
2020. 
Associated Press 
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Rhythms Circus Company Aruba: putting Aruba’s name on the world 
stage 


Rhythms Circus Company 
Aruba is a talented group 
of young people working 
daily to present their art 
in the form of acrobatics, 
dancing, acting and sing- 
ing. After an impactful par- 
ticipation in one of Ameri- 
ca’s biggest talent shows, 
they are now bringing their 
amazing talent to Aruba! 


In a show full of light, music, 
and with performances to 
famous musical figures like 
Elvis Presley, Michael Jack- 
son and Tina Turner, the 
group consisting of 15 peo- 
ple from various countries 
delights the audience with 
their artistic prowess at the 
Paseo Herencia Mall, ev- 
ery Wednesday and Friday 
starting at 7pm. Each day 
has a different show, so you 
can attend both nights for 
the complete experience! 


RCCA also offers the possi- 
bility for you and your fam- 
ily to enjoy dinner before 
the show! Starting from 
6pm, you and your family 


can delight from the wide- 
ranged menu that includes 
a variation of delicious 
main course meals com- 
plete with a delectable flan 
dessert as a sweet treat. En- 
joy your dinner even more 
at a VIP table complete 
with comfort seating! 


The group, under the lead- 
ership 
of 
directors 
and 
creators Diego Jaramillo 
and Yamila Hernandez are 
opening the doors to the 
ballroom to our local audi- 
ence as well as our visitors 
so that everyone can have 


the privilege of experienc- 
ing this wonderful show. 


Hernandez explained that 
the idea for this project 
started in 2010 when she 
came to work in Aruba. Af- 
ter being on the island for 
a while she decided to stay 
and live here, and she met 
Diego Jaramillo, who is cur- 
rently her partner. Together 
they came with the idea 
to establish a company 
together with other profes- 
sional artists, with the goal 
of living from their art. 


Hernandez says that the 
work is hard – all of the per- 
formers 
are 
professional 
artists, and while the pro- 
duction of the show is not 
a challenge for them, sell- 
ing the idea proved diffi- 
cult since at the time, there 
weren’t any shows of its 
kind on the island. 


America’s Got Talent 
Currently they are offering 
a show with music, chore- 
ography and at the end, 
they have a shocking ac- 
robatics ending, one that 
was seen by thousands of 
people around the world 
when the group travelled 
to Los Angeles in the United 
States to represent Aruba 
in America’s Got Talent. 
Hernandez said that the 
show was very important 
for them to meet the pub- 
lic present because people 
could experience this per- 
formance live and right be- 
fore their eyes. 


Their presentation in Amer- 
ica’s Got Talent “was in- 


credible” and they were 
able to meet the jury and 
many other artists staying 
there for three months. But 
the exhaustion and physi- 
cal toll was so great that Di- 
ego suffered an accident, 
and because of this, they 
had to cancel all future 
commitments. 


Reservations and tickets 
To make a reservation to 
see this incredible display 
of creativity and acro- 
batics, scan the QR code 
which will take you directly 
to their website for a book- 
ing. To find more informa- 
tion about RCCA, please 
visit their Instagram page @ 
rccaruba. 


The Bushiribana Gold Mill Ruins and its history 


(Oranjestad)—The Bushiri- 
bana Gold Mill Ruins is one 
of the most visited places 
by tourists on the island, 
as it lies along the north- 
ern coast line near the mini 
pool and on the way to the 
Natural Bridge. Despite its 
seemingly plain appear- 
ance, this ruin represents 
one of the most important 
histories of the island: The 
Aruban Gold Rush. 


Built in 1872 by English com- 
pany Aruba Island Gold 
Mining Company Ltd, the 
gold mill at Bushiribana 
was constructed in the 
area where most gold was 
found by locals. The story 


of gold on Aruba actually 
dates back to 1725, when 
a first exploration for gold 
on the island was commis- 
sioned by the Dutch West 
India Company. Under the 
leadership of Mr. Paulus 
Printz, a three-year search 
was conducted on Aruba, 
to no avail. Though they 
found some gold, it was 
enough to motivate a fur- 
ther search, and the assign- 
ment was discontinued by 
Printz himself. 


It wasn’t until 100 years lat- 
er, in 1824, when a young 
boy found a lump of gold 
while out herding his fa- 
ther’s sheep. His father took 


it to a local merchant who 
then sold the lump for $70. 
Unbeknownst to the boy 
and his father, they quite 
literally struck gold, and 
as word got out, a gold 
fever spread among the 
locals who started search- 
ing for more gold. About 25 
pounds worth was found. 


At the same time, the Aru- 
ban government took im- 
mediate actions, and in- 
formed Curacao that gold 
was found. At first, every- 
one could look for gold, 
as long as they sold it to 
the government. However, 
after some time, the gov- 
ernment decided to im- 


plement stricter rules and 
banned local search par- 
ties. 


Over the years, concession- 
holding had seen different 
companies from around 
the world, all of which used 
primitive methods to dig 
and carve out gold from 
the rocks. Aruba Island 
Gold Mining Company Ltd. 
was no different, but used 
a unique method that in- 


volved grinding the rocks 
and letting the dust be 
blown away by the strong 
northeast 
wind, 
leaving 
clumps of gold behind. The 
next step was melting the 
gold and letting it attach 
to quicksilver in order to 
obtain pure gold. All these 
processes were done at 
the Bushiribana Gold Mill. 


The gold mill itself had a 
short life-span: only 10 years 
in service, but its structure 
remained relatively solid till 
this day, and is now a his- 
torical remnant. 


Sources: Etnia Nativa & 
goldmineranch.com. 
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Casa del Mar Beach Resort Aruba Announces Exclusive Offer: 
Multiple Consecutive Weeks of Ownership at a 20% Discount! 


Oranjestad, Aruba – Casa 
del Mar, the premier name 
in vacation ownership, is 
thrilled to announce an of- 
fer that will redefine the way 
you experience vacations. 
Now, you can secure mul- 
tiple consecutive weeks of 
ownership in the same suite 
at Casa del Mar with an ex- 
clusive 20% discount! This 
extraordinary 
opportunity 
allows you to indulge in ex- 
tended, unforgettable get- 
aways while enjoying all 
the benefits of ownership at 
Casa del Mar without hav- 
ing to change rooms during 
your stay! 


Casa del Mar is renowned 
for its commitment to pro- 
viding “home away from 
home” 
vacation 
experi- 
ences, and this latest offer is 
no exception. Here are just 
a few of the exceptional 
benefits you’ll enjoy when 
you become an owner at 
Casa del Mar: 


1. 
Discounts on Multi- 
ple Weeks Bundle: With this 
new offer, Casa del Mar 
extends its commitment to 


delivering value to its new 
owners. By securing mul- 
tiple consecutive weeks, 
you’ll not only enjoy the 
convenience of extended 
stays without the hassle of 
changing rooms, but also 
benefit from an exclusive 
20% discount on the listing 
prices, making your dream 
vacations more affordable 
than ever. 


2. 
Versatile 
Accom- 
modations: Choose from 
our 
exquisite 
renovated 
One-Bedroom 
Ambassa- 
dor suites, perfect for ac- 
commodating up to four 
guests, or our spacious 
Two-Bedroom Presidential 
suites that comfortably host 
up to six people. Our suites 
are designed to provide 
the utmost comfort and lux- 
ury, ensuring that your stay 
is nothing short of extraordi- 
nary. 


3. 
Perpetual 
Owner- 
ship: Casa del Mar offers 
you the unique opportu- 
nity to secure your vaca- 
tion year after year through 
perpetual ownership. With 
Casa del Mar, you have a 
cherished destination to re- 
turn to, creating a lifetime 
of 
cherished 
memories, 
which can be passed onto 


future generations. 


4. 
Global 
Exchange 
Value: As a Casa del Mar 
owner, your suite and own- 
ership grants access to 
a worldwide network of 
luxury 
vacation 
destina- 
tions. Enjoy the flexibility of 
exchanging 
your 
weeks 
for incredible experiences 
at other resorts around the 
world, opening doors to 
new adventures and cul- 
tures. 


“This exclusive offer reflects 
Casa del Mar’s commit- 
ment to providing new 
owners with the ultimate 
vacation experience,” said 
Starr Ramos, Marketing, 
Communications, Activities 
& Members Relations Man- 
ager at Casa del Mar. “We 
understand that potential 
new owners value both 
flexibility and affordability, 
which is why we are thrilled 
to offer multiple consecu- 
tive weeks of ownership 
with a substantial 20% dis- 
count. It’s our way of say- 
ing thank you for choosing 


Casa del Mar.” 


Don’t miss out on this ex- 
ceptional opportunity to 
own your vacation para- 
dise. Casa del Mar invites 
you to discover the world 
of vacation ownership with 
unparalleled benefits. 


For more information about 
Casa del Mar and this ex- 
clusive ownership oppor- 
tunity, please visit www. 
casadelmararuba.com/ 
inventory or contact our 
dedicated team at sales@ 
casadelmararuba.com 
and request our buyers 
guide - or just give us a call 
at 297-582-7000 Ext. 614. 


About Casa del Mar: Casa 
del Mar is a premier luxury 
vacation ownership pro- 
vider dedicated to deliver- 
ing exceptional vacation 
experiences. With a com- 
mitment to quality, conve- 
nience, and value, Casa 
del Mar has become a 
trusted name in the indus- 
try, offering a lifetime of un- 
forgettable vacations. 
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Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite va- 
cation picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aru- 
ba to me is ……. Send your 
picture with that text (includ- 
ing your name and where 
you are from) to: news@aru- 
batoday.com and we will 
publish your vacation mem- 
ory. Isn’t that a special way 
to keep your best moments 
alive? 


Please do note: By submitting 
photos, text or any other ma- 
terials, you give permission 
to The Aruba Today News- 
paper, Caribbean Speed 
Printers and any of its affili- 
ated companies to use said 
materials, as well as names, 
likeness, etc. for promotional 
purposes without compen- 
sation. 


Last but not least: check out 


our website, Instagram and 
Facebook page! Thank you 
for supporting our free news- 
paper, we strive to make you 
a happy reader every day 
again. 


For today we received a 
lovely message from Karen 
and Donald Feldman from 
Lynnfield, 
Massachusetts; 
Craig Feldman from Man- 
hattan; Tracy, Doug, Holden 
and Tenley Campbell from 
Manhattan; and Julia Frank 
from Montreal, Canada. 


They wrote to us saying: 
“Aruba to me is our home 
away from home. We love 
being greeted at the Costa 


Linda with hugs and a sin- 
cere, welcome home. Our 
beautiful vacation in beauti- 
ful Aruba is almost over, but 
in 11 months we will return to 
our happy place. And once 
again we will stroll Eagle 
Beach, 
watch the most beautiful 
sunsets, and be together in 
paradise. 


Those who question if para- 
dise exists have never been 
to Aruba.” 


Thank you for sending us this 
wonderful message sharing 
what Aruba means to you 
with us and our readers! 


Ayo & Casibari: Aruba’s famous rock formations 


(Oranjestad)—The 
Ayo 
and Casibari Rock Forma- 
tions are known locally as 
one of the crucial sites to 
have in your “off-road” trip 
itinerary. These naturally 
formed rock formations as 
just one of the few places 
on the island that hold a 
rich history of our culture 
and of our ancestors. 


Ayo 
The Ayo Rock Formation 
is located in the northern 
part of the island, right on 


the road that leads you 
to the Black Stone Beach, 
and close to the Natural 
Bridge. The Ayo is a fenced 
terrain that consists of sev- 
eral giant boulders, resting 
neatly on top of or side by 
side each other, adding 
gorgeous 
natural 
archi- 
tecture to the surrounding 
“mondi”*. This is also one 
of the few sites to contain 
prehistoric markings of our 
indigenous ancestors. The 
Ayo Rock formation con- 
tains stairs that lead you 


to the top of the highest 
boulder, offering a breath- 
taking view of the Aruban 
backyard. The Ayo is usu- 
ally quiet, as it is situated 
farther away 
from the 
busier parts of the island. 
However, this is just anoth- 
er charm of the site: the 
quiet area and the refresh- 
ing breeze offer a sense of 
comfort and peace. 


Casibari 
Probably the busier rock 
formation site, the Casi- 
bari is situated more in the 
center of the island, much 
closer—and more acces- 
sible—to the general pub- 
lic. Just like Ayo, Casibari 
is a fenced area contain- 
ing several boulders that 
lay on top or lean on each 
other. The best aspect of 
the Casibari Rock Forma- 


tion is the accompanying 
view when you climb up 
the top of the round, flat 
bolder. For this position, 
you can see the majority of 
the island and the ocean 
in the south. Right in front 
of the entrance, there is 
the Casibari Café and 
Grill, a great place to get 
refreshments and snack 
before continuing your off- 
road adventure! 


Both sites are open free to 
the public, 24 hours a day. 
However, unless you are 


taking a trip with a profes- 
sional tour guide, there are 
no guides at the sites to 
help you climb the rock. 
So, do be careful when 
trudging on the boulders, 
and make sure to befriend 
any roaming goats you 
see along the way! 


*Mondi: what we call our 
Aruban 
wilderness. 
We 
don’t have forests, or des- 
erts, but we do have mon- 
di! 
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Visit the island’s popular cave sites! 


(Oranjestad)—Among the 
endless sea of dark brown 
sand and cacti, there are 
two caves hidden in the 
outskirts of San Nicolas, in 
the north-eastern area of 
the island. These caves, 
The Quadiriki cave and The 
Fontein Cave are open to 
visitors of the Arikok Na- 
tional Park, so if you ever 
decide to take an “off- 
road” tour in the park, be 
sure to visit these prehis- 
toric caves…and be sure to 
bring a flashlight! 


Quadirikiri Cave 
Known for its two cham- 
bers accompanied by a 
skylight, the Quadikiri Cave 
is the most popular cave 
among locals and tourists, 
as it is easy to walk through 
and provides great lighting 
for pictures. 


As with all prehistoric or an- 
cient sites, there is always 
a folk legend that adds to 
the lore and mystery of the 
site. The Quadirikiri cave 
is no different. The most 
well-known legend behind 
the cave could be consid- 
ered as Aruba’s first love 
story, as it tells the tale of 
the undying love between 
the chief’s daughter and 
her beloved. As legend 


would have it, the chief 
disapproved of his daugh- 
ter’s choice of lover, as 
he thought him unworthy. 
Stubborn and filled with an- 
ger, the daughter refused 
to turn away her beloved. 


So, the chief decided to 
lock her up in the Quadirikiri 
Cave, in hopes that she 
would soon calm down 
and turn away her lover. 
Her beloved, in turn, was 
locked away in the Tunnel 
of Love (Now known as the 
Huliba Cave). 


Through the pathways un- 
derneath the Tunnel of 
Love running up to the 
Quadiriki cave, the two 
love bird found each other, 
and refused to let each 
other go. Because of their 


stubbornness, 
they 
both 
died in the Quadiriki Cave, 
their ascending spirits burn- 
ing two holes in the ceiling 
of the cave. This is why the 
cave has two holes through 
which 
sunlight 
passes 
through to illuminate the 
chamber. 
Though there have been 
discoveries of Amerindian 
drawing on the wall, these 
have mostly been ruined 
by 
vandalism. 
However, 
the Fontein Cave further 
up north, provides a better 
glimpse in prehistoric Amer- 
indian paintings. 


Fontein Cave 
Longer than the Quadirikiri 
Cave, the Fontein Cave 
contains 
pathways 
that 
stretch to the limestone 
walls further down. Here 
is also where prehistoric 
drawings can be seen. 
Though this cave does not 
have its own legend, this 
was speculated to have 
been 
occupied—or 
at 
least used by prehistoric Ar- 
awak settlers on the island 
for rituals and other spiritual 
ceremonies. 


The Huliba Cave/ Tunnel of 


Love 
The Huliba Cave, formerly 
known as the Tunnel of 
Love, was once open to 
the public, and was the 
biggest and most acces- 
sible of all three caves. This 
cave had five chambers, 
including one that is heart- 
shaped. This cave had nar- 
row stairs that led to long 
pathways deep into the 
cave, with a staircase lead- 
ing to the exit on the other 
side. In one of the cham- 
bers, there used to be the 
carving of the Virgin Mary, 
put there for the protection 
of the cave. 


However, the Huliba Cave 
has 
been 
permanently 
closed for a few years now, 


as a way to preserve the 
bat population that lives 
in the cave. These Long 
Tongue Fruit Bats and In- 
sect Eater Bats are very im- 
portant to the ecosystem of 
the island. Though this cave 
is no longer accessible to 
the public, it surely is inter- 
esting to learn more about 
the history of these caves 
and the Awarak tribes that 
resided or utilized them. 


Do note that these caves 
are very dark, humid, hot, 
and are inhabited by bats. 
Do 
wear 
comfortable 
clothing and shoes, as the 
pathways in these caves 
may be rough and bumpy, 
and don’t forget to bring a 
flashlight! 
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Did you know about... 
Basic driving rules on Aruba (part 1) 


(Oranjestad)—Have you ever felt confused 
when you’re driving on the highways or back- 
streets of Aruba? Then we present a simple 
guide to some of the basic rules of Aruban traf- 
fic, along with some tips for things to look out 
for. 


Speed limit 
Legally, the speed limit on the four-lane high- 
ways is 80 km/h. This speed limit also counts 
for the main roads that are connected to the 
highways. The minimum speed is 50 km/h. Most 
people drive around 60 km/h on the main roads 
and about 70 km/h on the highways. There are 
also areas that indicate a speed limit on a sign; 
these are usually around populated and school 
areas. 


The four-lane highways contain the left-lane, 
also known as the “fast” lane for each direction. 
Here is where vehicles can drive up to the maxi- 
mum speed. However, legally it is not permit- 
ted to drive for long periods of time on the left 
lane. This lane is primarily designed for drivers to 
switch lanes before a roundabout, for example, 
if your exit on the roundabout is on your far left. 
The general lane to drive in—both at maximum 
and minimum speed—is on the right lane. 


Roundabouts 
Speaking of roundabouts, it is important to 
know where you have to enter and drive on 
the roundabout to make your exit. A good rule 
of thumb is to count the exits starting from your 
right side. So, exit 1 would be on your right; exit 
2 would be straight ahead; exit 3 would be on 
your far left and exit 4 would lead to the road 
paralleled to the one you’re on, heading in the 
other direction. 


Most roundabouts have these 4 exits, so they 
are relatively simple. When you’re driving on 
the four-lane highway, it is important to know 
when to switch to the left lane to make your 
exit: if your exit is on your far left (exit 3), then 


you need to switch to the left lane on the high 
way before nearing the roundabout so you can 
take the path that leads you directly to your 
exit. If your exit is on your right or if you’re go- 
ing straight ahead, you can keep driving in the 
right lane of the highway. 


It’s also important to know that vehicles about 
to enter the roundabout must yield to those al- 
ready on it. A good rule of thumb is to look out if 
someone is coming from your left side. 


However, other roundabouts can be quite 
tricky to navigate… 


Watty Vos Boulevard (the “paperclip” round- 
about) 
Probably the biggest roundabout on the island, 
the “paperclip” roundabout on the Watty Vos 
Boulevard is one of the trickier roundabouts 
that 
could—and 
has—caused 
confused 
among both tourists and locals. However, once 
you take a good look at it, it’s fairly simple. The 


basis is just the same as a regular roundabout 
(left exit? left lane! etc.), but instead of having 
four different exits like on a regular roundabout, 
now you have two extra; one on the right and 
the other on the left side of the roundabout. The 
rules don’t change at all, you just have to keep 
an extra eye open. 


Airport roundabout 
Ah, yes. The infamous airport roundabout. The 
favorite roundabout amongst local, because 
of its easy (hard) lanes that never (always) 
cause confusion among drivers. Sarcasm aside, 
this roundabout can be tricky to enter, espe- 
cially when you’re driving from the direction of 
the airport heading. When you’re driving away 
from the airport reaching the roundabout, 
you’ll be faced with three lanes. The far right 
lane is to take the exit 1 out heading east (right 
lane of highway). The middle exit is used for exit 
1 (left lane of highway), 2 and 3. The far left exit 
is used to only exit on exit 3 (left lane of high- 
way) and 4. 


“Las Americas” roundabout 
The Las Americas roundabout is located near 
the Talk of the Town hotel, west from the airport 
roundabout. This roundabout may look like a 
regular roundabout—and for the most part, it 
is. However, when you are driving from the east 
going in the direction of town, please take note 
that there are two exits on your right. 


When you’re driving towards this roundabout, 
you’ll notice that the road becomes wider, split- 
ting into two lanes. The right lane is used to take 
the first and second exit on the right. If you want 
to exit straight ahead, you must drive on the left 
lane! 


It’s always scary to drive in new places where 
the traffic may look and work differently, but 
once you get it right once, you’ll get the hang 
of it in no time. Additionally, all roundabouts 
and roads on Aruba have signs and arrows 
painted on the road to help guide you. So take 
your time, keep your eyes open and don’t for- 
get to wear a seat belt! 
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Two companies will attempt the first US moon landings since the 
Apollo missions a half-century ago 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) 
— China and India scored 
moon landings, while Rus- 
sia, Japan and Israel ended 
up in the lunar trash heap. 
Now two private compa- 
nies are hustling to get the 
U.S. back in the game, 
more than five decades 
after the Apollo program 
ended. 
It’s part of a NASA-support- 
ed effort to kick-start com- 
mercial moon deliveries, as 
the space agency focuses 
on getting astronauts back 
there. 
“They’re scouts going to 
the moon ahead of us,” 
said NASA Administrator Bill 
Nelson. 
Pittsburgh’s 
Astrobotic 
Technology is up first with a 
planned liftoff of a lander 
Monday aboard a brand 
new rocket, United Launch 
Alliance’s 
Vulcan. 
Hous- 
ton’s 
Intuitive 
Machines 
aims to launch a lander in 
mid-February, hopping a 
flight with SpaceX. 
Then there’s Japan, which 
will attempt to land in 
two weeks. The Japanese 
Space 
Agency’s 
lander 
with two toy-size rovers 
had a big head start, shar- 
ing a September launch 
with an X-ray telescope 
that stayed behind in orbit 
around Earth. 
If successful, Japan will 
become the fifth country 
to pull off a lunar landing. 
Russia and the U.S. did it re- 
peatedly in the 1960s and 
70s. China has landed three 
times in the past decade — 
including on the moon’s far 
side — and is returning to 
the far side later this year to 
bring back lunar samples. 
And just last summer, India 
did it. Only the U.S. has put 
astronauts on the moon. 
Landing 
without 
wreck- 
ing is no easy feat. There’s 
hardly any atmosphere to 
slow spacecraft, and para- 
chutes 
obviously 
won’t 
work. That means a lander 
must descend using thrust- 
ers, while navigating past 
treacherous cliffs and cra- 
ters. 
A Japanese millionaire’s 
company, ispace, saw its 
lander smash into the moon 


last April, followed by Rus- 
sia’s crash landing in Au- 
gust. India triumphed a few 
days later near the south 
polar region; it was the 
country’s second try after 
crashing in 2019. An Israeli 
nonprofit 
also 
slammed 
into the moon in 2019. 
The United States has not 
attempted a moon landing 
since Apollo 17’s Gene Cer- 
nan and Harrison Schmitt, 
the last of 12 moonwalkers, 
explored the gray, dusty 
surface in December 1972. 
Mars beckoned and the 
moon receded in NASA’s 
rearview 
mirror, 
as 
the 
space race between the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union 
came to a close. The U.S. 
followed with a handful or 
two of lunar satellites, but 
no controlled landers — un- 
til now. 
Not only are Astrobotic and 
Intuitive Machines looking 
to end America’s moon- 
landing drought, they’re 
vying for bragging rights 
as the first private entity to 
land — gently — on the 
moon. 
Despite its later start, Intui- 
tive Machines has a fast- 
er, more direct shot and 
should land within a week 
of liftoff. It will take Astro- 
botic two weeks just to get 
to the moon and another 


month in lunar orbit, before 
a landing is attempted on 
Feb. 23. 
If there are rocket delays, 
which already have stalled 
both missions, either com- 
pany could wind up there 
first. 
“It’s going to be a wild, wild 
ride,” promised Astrobotic’s 
chief executive John Thorn- 
ton. 
His counterpart at Intui- 
tive Machines, Steve Alte- 
mus, said the space race 
is “more about the geo- 
politics, where China is go- 
ing, where the rest of the 
world’s going.” That said, 
“We sure would like to be 
first.” 
The two companies have 
been nose to nose since 
receiving nearly $80 million 
each in 2019 under a NASA 
program to develop lunar 
delivery services. Fourteen 
companies are now under 
contract by NASA. 
Astrobotic’s 
four-legged, 


6-foot-tall 
(1.9-meter-tall) 
lander, named Peregrine 
after the fastest bird, a fal- 
con, will carry 20 research 
packages to the moon for 
seven countries, including 
five for NASA and a shoe- 
box-sized rover for Carn- 
egie Mellon University. Per- 
egrine will aim for the mid- 
latitudes’ Sinus Viscositatis, 
or Bay of Stickiness, named 
after the long-ago silica 
magma that formed the 
nearby Gruithuisen Domes. 
Intuitive 
Machines’ 
six- 
legged, 14-foot-tall (4-me- 
ter-tall) lander, Nova-C, will 
target the moon’s south po- 
lar region, also carrying five 
experiments for NASA that 
will last about two weeks. 
The company is targeting 
80 degrees south latitude 
for touchdown. That would 
be well within Antarctica 
on Earth, Altemus noted, 
and 10 degrees closer to 
the pole than India landed 
last summer. 


Scientists believe the south 
pole’s permanently shad- 
owed craters hold billions 
of pounds (kilograms) of 
frozen water that could be 
used for drinking and mak- 
ing rocket fuel. That’s why 
the first moonwalkers in 
NASA’s Artemis program — 
named after Apollo’s twin 
sister in Greek mythology 
— will land there. NASA still 
has 2025 on the books for 
that launch, but the Gen- 
eral Accountability Office 
suspects it will be closer to 
2027. 
Astrobotic will head to 
the south pole on its sec- 
ond flight, carrying NASA’s 
water-seeking Viper rover. 
And Intuitive Machines will 
return there on its second 
mission, delivering an ice 
drill for NASA. 
Landing near the moon’s 
south pole is particularly 
dicey. 
“It’s so rocky and craggy 
and full of craters at the 
south pole and mountain- 
ous, that it’s very difficult 
to find a lighted region to 
touch down safely,” Alte- 
mus said. “So you’ve got to 
be able to finesse that and 
just set it down right in the 
right spot.” 
While Houston has long 
been 
associated 
with 
space, Pittsburgh is a new- 
comer. To commemorate 
the Steel City, Astrobotic’s 
lander will carry a Kenny- 
wood 
amusement 
park 
token, the winner of a 
public vote that beat out 
the Steelers’ Terrible Towel 
waved at football games, 
dirt from Moon Township’s 
Moon Park, and a Heinz 
pickle pin. 
The lander is also carry- 
ing the ashes or DNA from 
70 people, including “Star 
Trek” creator Gene Rod- 
denberry and science fic- 
tion writer Arthur C. Clarke. 
Another 265 people will be 
represented on the rock- 
et’s upper stage, which will 
circle the sun once sepa- 
rated from the lander. They 
include three original “Star 
Trek” cast members, as well 
as strands of hair from three 
U.S. 
presidents: 
George 
Washington, 
Dwight 
D. 
Eisenhower and John F. 
Kennedy.q 


This photo provided by Astrobotic Technology shows the Peregrine lunar lander at the company’s 
facility in Pittsburgh in October 2023. 
Associated Press 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Kibrahacha: Tel. 583 4908 
San Lucas: Tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 
A group representing TikTok, Meta and X sues 
Ohio over new law limiting kids’ use of social media 


By JULIE CARR SMYTH 
Associated Press 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
A trade group represent- 
ing TikTok, Snapchat, Meta 
and other major tech com- 
panies sued Ohio on Friday 
over a pending law that 
requires children to get pa- 
rental consent to use social 
media apps. 
The law was part of an 
$86.1 billion state budget 
bill that Republican Gov. 
Mike DeWine signed into 
law in July. It’s set to take 
effect Jan. 15. The admin- 
istration pushed the mea- 
sure as a way to protect 
children’s mental health, 
with Republican Lt. Gov. 
Jon Husted saying at the 
time that social media was 
“intentionally 
addictive” 
and harmful to kids. 
The NetChoice trade group 
filed its lawsuit against GOP 
Attorney 
General 
Dave 
Yost in U.S. District Court 
for the Southern District of 
Ohio. It seeks to block the 
law from taking effect. 
The litigation argues that 
Ohio’s law — which re- 
quires social media com- 
panies to obtain a parent’s 
permission for children un- 
der 16 to sign up for social 
media and gaming apps 
— 
unconstitutionally 
im- 
pedes free speech and is 
overbroad and vague. 
The law also requires so- 
cial media companies to 
provide parents with their 
privacy guidelines, so that 
families can know what 


content will be censored or 
moderated on their child’s 
profile. 
“We at NetChoice believe 
families equipped with ed- 
ucational resources are ca- 
pable of determining the 
best approach to online 
services and privacy pro- 
tections for themselves,” 
Chris Marchese, director 
of the organization’s litiga- 
tion center, said in a state- 
ment. “With NetChoice v. 
Yost, we will fight to ensure 
all Ohioans can embrace 
digital tools without their 
privacy, security and rights 
being thwarted.” 
The group has won lawsuits 
against similar restrictions in 


California and Arkansas. 
Husted, who leads Ohio’s 
technology initiatives and 
championed 
the 
law, 
called 
Friday’s 
lawsuit 
“cowardly but not unex- 


pected.” 
“In filing this lawsuit, these 
companies are determined 
to go around parents to ex- 
pose children to harmful 
content and addict them 
to their platforms,” Husted 
said in a statement. 
He alleged the companies 
know their algorithms are 
harming children “with cat- 
astrophic health and men- 
tal health outcomes.”q 


This combination of 2017-2022 photos shows the logos of Face- 
book, YouTube, TikTok and Snapchat on mobile devices. 
Associated Press 
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No. 1 Michigan vs. No. 2 Washington for CFP title caps season of 
realignment 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer 
HOUSTON (AP) — Michigan 
vs. Washington is just about 
the perfect way to end the 
2023 college football sea- 
son, a matchup of unbeat- 
ens that hits all the major 
themes and storylines of 
the past five months from 
conference realignment to 
the transfer portal — with 
Jim Harbaugh as the main 
character. 
Harbaugh’s 
top-ranked 
Wolverines (14-0) face Mi- 
chael Penix Jr. and the sec- 
ond-ranked Huskies (14-0) 
on Monday night at NRG 
Stadium in the last national 
title game before the Col- 
lege Football Playoff ex- 
pands from four teams to 
12. 
“We’re going to have to 
play really good. And I 
think our team is ready,” 
Harbaugh said Sunday dur- 
ing a news conference with 
Washington coach Kalen 
DeBoer in which he com- 
pared his team to a pack 
of wolves and — yet again 
— ducked questions about 
his future. “Still the hay is not 
in the barn. It never is for us. 
Still polishing. Still working. 
But super excited, super ex- 
cited to watch our players 
go out there and compete 
tomorrow night.” 
Michigan’s regular season 
started and ended with 
Harbaugh serving three- 
game suspensions related 
to NCAA infractions cas- 
es. The latter was handed 
down by the Big Ten in No- 
vember as punishment for 
an in-person scouting and 
sign-stealing scheme the 
conference 
determined 
broke its sportsmanship pol- 
icy. 
The 
scandal 
dominated 
headlines just as Michigan 
was entering the meat of 
its Big Ten schedule. The 
accusations against Har- 
baugh’s program led many 
to question the legitimacy 
of the Wolverines’ renais- 
sance over the past three 
seasons. This is Michigan’s 
third straight playoff ap- 
pearance, but first time 
advancing after beating 
Alabama in overtime in the 
Rose Bowl. 


Being doubted only gal- 
vanized a team loaded 
with experience that came 
into the season unafraid to 
point to winning Michigan’s 
first national championship 
since 1997 as the goal. 
“A lot of guys came back 
just for this moment,” said 
linebacker Michael Barrett, 
one of nine Michigan start- 
ers in their fifth or sixth years. 
Washington is built similarly 
and led by the type of star 
who typifies college foot- 
ball’s new era of player 
empowerment. 
Penix is a Florida native 
who started his career at 
Indiana — he already has a 
win against Michigan on his 
resume — but transferred 
to Washington to play for 
DeBoer in 2022. 
Finally healthy after four in- 
jury-ravaged seasons in the 
Big Ten, Penix has become 
a star in the Pacific North- 
west. The runner-up for the 
Heisman Trophy had some 
voters 
questioning 
their 
decision last week when 
he threw for 430 yards in a 
Sugar Bowl victory against 
Texas. 
“Man, it’s a dream come 
true. To be honest, I’m still 
wrapping my head around 


it,” Penix said. 
Penix decided to run it 
back for 2023 in Decem- 
ber 2022 and a bunch of 
talented teammates fol- 
lowed, such as All-America 
receiver 
Rome 
Odunze, 
and defensive end Bralen 
Trice and offensive tackle 
Troy Fautanu, both third- 
team All-Americans. 
“He kind of led the charge. 
And a lot of guys chose to 
go down the same road,” 
DeBoer said Sunday. “I 
think they just really firmly 
believe that there was 
more left out there for this 
football team.” 
It helps these days that 
college players can make 
some extra money off their 
fame and be compensat- 
ed for name, image and 
likeness. NIL collectives for 
both schools concentrated 
efforts on retaining their es- 
tablished players. 
The combination of NIL 
money 
and 
loosening 
transfer rules seemed to 
tip the balance of power 
in college football this sea- 
son. After years of the same 
small group of teams lock- 
ing down the majority of 
playoff spots, and South- 
eastern Conference teams 


or Clemson winning eight 
straight titles, the top tier of 
contenders grew — but too 
soon for the CFP to accom- 
modate all the deserving 
teams. 
The four-team playoff will 
go out like it came in, with a 
Big Ten vs. Pac-12 champi- 
onship as Washington plays 
the final Pac-12 football 
game for the conference 
as it is currently structured. 
During the three weeks 
leading into the 2023 sea- 
son, the Pac-12 was plun- 
dered by its Power Five 
competitors. Ironically, the 
conference then went on 
to have its most entertain- 
ing and competitive sea- 
son in years, with the Hus- 
kies snapping a six-year 
Pac-12 playoff drought. 
The Huskies will try to win 
the Pac-12’s first national 
title in football since South- 
ern California in 2004, a 
parting gift of sorts for the 
league it helped found in 
1915. Washington’s last na- 
tional championship came 
in 1991. 
The Huskies will join the 
new coast-to-coast Big Ten 
this summer, and in nine 
months will welcome Michi- 
gan to Seattle for a confer- 


ence game. 
Whether Harbaugh will still 
be the Michigan coach by 
then remains to be seen. 
The presumption and spec- 
ulation has been that for 
the third straight year, he 
will draw interest from NFL 
teams. 
Harbaugh 
spent 
four years with the San Fran- 
cisco 49ers, leading them 
to a Super Bowl against his 
brother John’s Baltimore 
Ravens, before returning to 
his alma mater in 2015. 
It took a while, but the 
60-year-old Harbaugh has 
delivered on the high ex- 
pectations he brought to 
Ann Arbor. And despite the 
tumult off the field, Michi- 
gan would like to keep him 
around. 
The 
uncertainty 
about 
Harbaugh, especially with 
even more NCAA-related 
penalties possibly looming 
for him and Michigan, has 
given this Wolverines’ sea- 
son a last-dance vibe. 
“Everything is right here in 
front of us, coming down 
the straightaway, like a 
thoroughbred,” Harbaugh 
said. “You can see the fin- 
ish line. Got the blinders on. 
Each guy, I’m just going to 
the whip.”q 


Washington head coach Kalen DeBoer, left, and Michigan head coach Jim Harbaugh pose with the trophy after a news conference 
ahead of the national championship NCAA College Football Playoff game between Washington and Michigan Sunday, Jan. 7, 
2024, in Houston. 
Associated Press 
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Rafael Nadal withdrew from the Australian Open with a hip muscle 
injury 


MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— Rafael Nadal’s come- 
back from hip surgery is on 
hold after he withdrew from 
the Australian Open with 
an injury a week before 
the start of the season’s first 
Grand Slam tournament. 
The 22-time major cham- 
pion said Sunday on so- 
cial media that medical 
tests he took in Melbourne 
revealed a small tear in a 
hip muscle and he would 
fly home to Spain for treat- 
ment. 
The 37-year-old Nadal has 
won the Australian Open 
twice — in 2009 and 2022 — 
and his absence will leave 
this year’s event without 
what had been expected 
to be one of its main story 
lines. It was a year ago at 
Melbourne Park that Nadal 
hurt his hip flexor during a 
second-round loss to Mack- 
ie McDonald, then missed 
the rest of the season. 
Nadal had an operation in 
June and his return to the 
tour after nearly 12 months 
away came last week in 
Brisbane. After winning two 
matches, the left-hander 
took a medical timeout 
during the third set of a 
quarterfinal loss to Jordan 
Thompson on Friday. 
“Hi all, during my last match 
in Brisbane I had a small 
problem on a muscle that 
as you know made me wor- 
ried,” Nadal wrote Sunday. 
“Once I got to Melbourne 
I have had the chance to 
make an MRI and I have 
micro tear on a muscle, 
not in the same part where 
I had the injury and that’s 
good news. Right now I am 
not ready to compete at 
the maximum level.” 
The former No. 1-ranked 
player’s career has been 
marked by a series of inju- 
ries, including to his knees, 
left foot and left wrist, per- 
haps connected to his pun- 
ishing style of play. 
“A lot of things can be hap- 
pening in a body like my 
body after a year without 
playing tennis,” he said. 
The loss to Thompson was 
Nadal’s third match in four 
nights and lasted nearly 3 
1/2 hours, following straight- 
set victories over Dominic 
Thiem and Jason Kubler. 


Since arriving in Australia 
to begin the season, Nadal 
sounded like someone low- 
ering expectations for what 


he might achieve during 
the tour’s swing through 
the 
country. 
He 
made 
clear that his focus was to 


be fit for the clay-court sea- 
son and the French Open, 
which begins in May and 
where he has won a record 


14 championships. 
“I have worked very hard 
during the year for this 
comeback and as I al- 
ways mentioned my goal is 
to be at my best level in 3 
months,” he wrote Sunday. 
“I really wanted to play 
here in Australia and I have 
had the chance to play a 
few matches that made 
me very happy and posi- 
tive,” Nadal said. 
The Australian Open begins 
on Jan. 14 — the first time 
it is starting on a Sunday, 
instead of a Monday — 
and, according to FanDuel 
Sportsbook, 
top-ranked 
Novak Djokovic is favored 
to add to his record totals 
of 24 Grand Slam trophies 
and 10 titles at Melbourne 
Park.q 


Rafael Nadal of Spain reacts after missing a shot in his quarter-final match against Jordan Thomp- 
son of Australia during the Brisbane International tennis tournament in Brisbane, Australia, Friday, 
Jan. 5, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 


Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 


late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


